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The apple harvest has been bountiful this year and once again Transition Portishead 
and Portishead in Bloom held two “juicing” days last weekend. 
 
One was held in the Millennium Garden at St. Peter’s Church and the other at the 
Wildlife Trust’s orchard at Weston-in-Gordano.  Both events were well supported 
with plenty of apples picked and made into juice. 
 



 
The news may have reached you already, that Portishead in Bloom again achieved a 
gold medal in the South-West in Bloom competition, making it our eighth! 
 
The day was held at Dartmouth Naval College this year which meant that we couldn’t 
take our usual crowd of supporters because of lack of space.  We did miss you as only 
four of us could go! 
 
We were also delighted to win our class.  For the icing on the cake, we also won a 
brand new trophy for “Art in the Landscape” – a new award which came to 
Portishead because of our wonderful sculpture trail which shows our rich heritage. 
The guest of honour was Jonathan Dimbleby who expressed great interest in the 
sculptures so he has been sent the booklet that the judges received in the hope that 
he may visit one day.  Our “It’s Your Neighbourhood” entries did very well – details 
are on our website. 
 
Our judges from Exeter were delighted with the day that they spent with us.  We 
were told that they went home buzzing with what they had seen and will use our 
activities as an example of good practice.   
 
Our thanks must go to Portishead Town Council, the District Council (and Ed McKay 
and Gareth Withers in particular), as well as Glendale the contractors, for their 
wonderful help in the lead up to our judging day in July.  Rod Pooley of Blaise Nursery 
provided us with our wonderful annual plants for our carousels and tubs.  This year 
we daringly chose pink, yellow and orange which happily worked.  Thank you Rod.  A 
big thank you as well to Keith Southey who year after year gets up early to water the 
carousels and tubs.  Thank you Keith. 
  
Just to say that we couldn’t have managed any of this without our “Friends” who 
turn out time after time to plant, dig, weed and clean up in order to present 
Portishead at its very best. 
 
We decided at our last monthly meeting that we would invest some of the money 
from our Open Gardens weekend on Ambrol’s reservoir type carousel baskets for 
winter as there always seems to be a drought in early spring.  These have been 
delivered to Blaise Nursery so will appear very shortly on the carousels around the 
High Street area.   
 
Dates for your diary:- 
Emptying tubs – Meet at the Precinct, High Street at 9.00 on Sunday, 18th October 
(green bags supplied but gloves and trowel needed) 
Filling tubs – Meet at Waitrose Piazza at 9.00 am on Sunday, 25th October (trowel 
and gloves needed) 



 
We will be having weekly work parties on Monday afternoons during the autumn to 
catch up on all the work that needs doing – scything the wild flower meadows, 
tidying up beds and planting bulbs!!  Please join us if you can.  On Monday, 19th 
October we will be meeting at the Town Garden to start the clearing up there. 
 
We had a lovely evening with the 2nd Portishead Beaver group planting up bulbs in 
their home made tubs last week.  It’s always lovely to work with children and we are 
looking forward to helping with the 2nd Portishead Scouts group planting up the 
groynes at the boat roundabout at the entrance to the town later this month. 
 
One of our projects this year has been the donation of two insect hotels to all the 
primary schools in the town.  Some of them are on the Lido wall waiting for residents 
to move in for the winter – the colourful one pictured below was decorated by St. 
Joseph School children. 
 

                       
 
The Harbourside W.I. now looks after three beds for us on the Lake Grounds, 
willingly, as can be seen by this photo.  We were so pleased to be involved with them 
in choosing a tree and site to celebrate one hundred years of the Women’s Institute. 

                                         
 
 
Our Celebration Day will be on the Friday 20th November – hopefully you can join us. 
www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk  follow us on twitter and facebook  

http://www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk/

