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Although we are now supposedly in the depths of winter, the Portishead in Bloom team is still 

working very hard on many different projects.  Amazingly, the number of hours worked by us for the 

year, totalled 3,022 by our Celebration Evening.  This included meetings, administration work and of 

course the many work parties that we have had where our “Friends” join us.  Apparently, the total 

can be multiplied by £10 per hour to find the cost of money saved for the community.  I’ll leave you 

to do the “maths”! 

One of nicest projects last month, was to spend a morning with the children at Beach Park Nursery 

to plant up bluebell bulbs.  I was joined by our past publicity officer, Chris Button, and as you can see 

from the above photo, the children very quickly became absorbed in their task.  50 bulbs were 

planted by all the children who wanted to join in and these will be planted out as young bluebells 

next Spring in the Esplanade Meadow.  We are already looking forward to that event. 

Our Celebration Evening on the 15th November went very well and we were all surprised by a quick 

visit from the Chairman of South-West in Bloom, Jon Wheatley.  We were grateful to him and to 

Peter Burden, chairman of Portishead Town Council, for their words of support and enthusiasm for 

the work our group does.  The John Daws Cup and a cheque for £100, donated by the North 

Somerset Times, was presented this year to Morgan Westley, the stationery shop in the High Street, 

which supports community groups such as ours by selling endless tickets for our events.  They work 

particularly hard and efficiently for our Open Gardens weekend.  We also gave awards to lovely front 

garden owners that give such a lot of pleasure to passers-by.  The evening was rounded off by a 

buffet supper, cooked and prepared by ourselves, as a thank you to all our “Friends” and supporters. 

2nd Portishead Scouts.  A big thank you is due to the scouts who take care of the groynes near the 

Boat roundabout on Wyndham Way that have looked magnificent this year.  Together with 

Brackenwood Nursery, who supplied the plug plants, the scouts potted up, grew them on and then 

planted the plants out till darkness fell one June evening this year.  Their hard work resulted in an 

eye-catching display which lasted very well.  In fact, the still-flowering beds had to be cleared in 

order to plant 100 red “Ilse de France” tulips to commemorate the centenary of the First World War 

next year.  Our thanks to the hard-working scout leaders, Chris from Brackenwood and the scouts 

themselves.  Their work makes a wonderful entrance to our town. 



A big thank you must go to John Hewitt who tidies up the town’s notice-boards on a regular basis, a 

job that could go unrecognised.  John offered to do it a few months ago and the boards have 

certainly looked a lot better since he started this task. 

Work parties.  We had a large work party last week when we concentrated on the beds and planters 

in and around the High Street.  We cleared and planted up the two beds at the pedestrian access to 

the Folk Hall car park.  We also tidied up both beds at the top of Brampton Way.  The smaller one is 

our Winter bed and should fragrantly herald the spring with plants such as Daphne, Camellia, 

Hellebores and the many bulbs saved from our tubs.  The oblong bed looks particularly good in the 

autumn with many grasses and shrubs in reds, browns and golds.  Together with the bed at Victoria 

Court, they will be wholly planted with sustainable plants from now on.   

Quaker Meeting House.  More work has been done by the sturdy men in our group at this lovely 

garden in St Mary’s Road.  The yew tree has had its canopy raised in order to grow fruit bushes now 

that more ground underneath can see sunlight!  It is rewarding to work with the Quaker community. 

Haven Lodge Retirement Home.  A dozen of us cleared the back garden for residents during 

November.  We have also devised a planting plan which should make the garden much more 

pleasant and easier to use in the summer months.   

Victorian Evening.   We will be having our usual stall this coming Friday when we will be selling table 

decorations, bric-a-brac, mistletoe, holly and potted up indoor hyacinths.  We hope to see you there. 

Unveiling of Stone to commemorate Portishead Horticultural Society’s 150th year Anniversary.   

This will take place on Saturday, 14th December at 10.00 am at our Jubilee bed, next to the new 

Library on the piazza at Waitrose.  Please join us if you can.  It is amazing to think that this Society 

has been going strong since mid-Victorian times and the stone (kindly donated by David Barrah) 

together with a plaque will highlight this fact. 

 

Two of our beautiful Award winning gardens          


