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These two photos remind us of summer and beautiful gardens.  It is now the time to think about 

our Open Gardens event which will take place on the weekend of June 11
th

 and 12
th

.   At the 

moment three gardeners have offered to open their gardens for us so we are looking for another 

dozen to join in.  The Open Gardens weekend raises enough money for us to continue with our 

work in keeping Portishead up to a gold medal standard and we are extremely grateful to those 

gardeners who join in with the weekend.  Please let me know if you are thinking about being part 

of this enjoyable weekend as soon as possible. 

 

                                                     
 

If you haven’t heard already, we have once again been selected by South-West In Bloom to 

represent them in the Large Towns group in the Nationals.  We will be judged in late July for the 

South-West In Bloom competition and in early August (probably) for the Nationals.  Our small 

http://www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk/


band of volunteers will be working very hard during the coming months preparing for these two 

important events.   

 

Thank you to those people who visited our stall on the Victorian Evening.  We had another great 

day – in the morning we made over 40 Christmas table decorations and sold them during the 

evening.  We also sold hyacinths supplied by Blaise Nursery, locally picked holly and lavender 

bags.  The lavender was picked during the summer from Rodmoor Gardens.  A big thank you to 

all those people who helped to make this a very successful evening. 

 

This winter will see our new sustainable baskets on all our carousels.  We have suffered badly 

from drought during recent early springs which has meant that our baskets have been taken down 

early.  The plants suffered from lack of rain water and of course there is no way of knowing 

whether this will be a continuing trend in future years.  Consequently, we have invested 

thousands of pounds in buying baskets that have built in reservoirs.  I’m sure you will agree that 

the design is particularly pleasing. 

                                                
As with the summer baskets that we purchased, if watering is needed then the baskets will 

survive happily with a weekly dose.  To help us recoup this expense, we are asking interested 

residents to donate £20 a basket towards the cost.  In exchange, your name can be added to our 

website with a short message.  Please let me know if you would like to help.   

 

We shall be tackling the clearance of our meadow at the Town Garden very soon so that 

hopefully we shall have another beautiful display of wild flowers there in the summer months.   

 

Flag making will resume in earnest now that January is here!  Please let Judith Burrill know if 

you can help.  Our new flags suffered badly in strong winds last summer and much mending has 

had to be done.  It is good to know that the West Hill shops have their names down for some 

flags.  It looked lovely there last year as many of the shop owners purchased our summer tubs. 

 

Please join us at the Wassailing Evening which takes place at the Millennium Garden at St. 

Peter’s Church this coming Thursday, 21
st
 January at 6.30 pm.  Please bring a noisy instrument 

and a light. 

 

On a gloomy note unfortunately, many trees were vandalised during December on the Marina.  

We can only think that this happened in the early hours by persons in an unmarked white van 

because someone felt that the lower branches spoilt their view.  Consequently many branches 

were hacked off and dumped in the shrubs below.  If you have any information on this mindless 

vandalism, please could you let us know.   


