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My apologies for being so late with this newsletter, (I had a bout of unexpected ill health!) so some 

of the items are very much overdue.  Our thanks to those people who supported us at the Victorian 

Evening where our home-made Christmas table decorations very quickly sold out.  Our thanks also 

go to those “Friends”, especially our newest recruits, who have turned out on our work parties 

which have been very well supported during the winter months. 

Our “big” event for 2015 took place on Sunday, 22nd February at the Esplanade Meadow.  Last year, 

our National judges told us that we ought to remove the lonicera nitida hedge on Esplanade 

Meadow and replace it with an indigenous one similar to the one we planted across the road in 

2009.  We chose a mixed fruit and nut hedge which in time will give us (and our wildlife) hazel nuts, 

rosehips and sloes.  We also planted three mature trees within the hedge for birds to perch on. 

North Somerset Council very kindly removed the old hedge and prepared the ground for us; 

protective fencing has also been erected around the hedge by NSC and their contractors, Glendale.  

We are very grateful to the Streets and Open Spaces Department of NSC for their support.  The day 

was a wet and windy one but because of the large turn-out of help, the whips were planted very 

quickly before the worst of the weather arrived.  Our thanks to all those people who came along to 

help as well as those who donated extra plants – most of the hedging was purchased from Chew 

Valley Trees.                                                                                

  Hedge Planting on Sunday, February 22nd. 

After our wonderful banner making achievements for the High Street last year, our supporters are 

now making bunting which will be used at various events during the coming year, so if you have any 

suitable material you could donate, please give Judith a ring on 01275 843694.   

Our “Friends of Jubilee Park” group is gaining momentum – the next work party will be on Sunday, 

22nd March starting at 10.00 am – new recruits will be welcomed.   
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We have also decided with the rush of springtime that we will have weekly work parties on Monday 

afternoons, starting at 2.00 pm, for the next six weeks (except Easter Monday) so that we can get on 

top of weeding, pruning etc.  Our last work party was held in Rodmoor Gardens when we emptied 

the compost bins material onto the garden.  It was certainly worth the effort as all the plants will 

benefit from the “good stuff” that had been busy composting itself for the last three years in the 

bins.   

We will again be holding a “Big Picnic” with Transition Portishead.  Please make a note for your 

diaries – this will held on Saturday, 18th July just after the end of the school year.  We will have 

entertainment for children which will begin at mid-day.  All you need to bring is yourselves and your 

picnic! 

   2-seater settee    armchair 

The metal garden furniture pictured above is no longer needed by its local owners.  It cost over 

£1,000 and was hand-made - it also has large, deep cushions for comfort.  If you are interested in 

obtaining the furniture, please let me know or Dolores Silk on 01275 219902.  You will need 

transport to take it away and the owner has suggested that a small donation is made to Portishead 

in Bloom.  I have also been told by one of our supporters that she has indoor sofas and chairs that 

she no longer needs, please let me know if you would like more details.       

We will be having a bucket collection outside our local Lidl Supermarket on the weekend of April 

18th/19th.  Please let Jackie know if you can help on 07838 031617 – any slot of time that you could 

spare for this important event would be very much appreciated. 

Have you seen our new planter on Wyndham Way?  Our Town Council thought that our 

achievements were not truly reflected by our previous one so three of our supporters, Ken, Mike 

and Doug designed and made a new one.  The stone was donated by a local resident so very little 

money was needed to build the replacement.   

And finally, a big plea for support for our Open Gardens weekend which will be held on June 6th and 

7th.  As you probably know, this is our big money raiser, without it we couldn’t fund the important 

work that we carry out in our town which we know is enjoyed by so many residents and visitors.  We 

always have 15 gardens open around the town which keeps our visiting public busy for the whole 

weekend.  Currently we have eight gardeners who have expressed an interest in joining us.  If you 

feel you would like to take part as well, please let me know as soon as you can.  As a special favour 

to us the whole programme is printed free of charge by Gordano Living.  

 


