
    The unveiling of the W C & P Information Board 

Unveiling of Information Board   At last, after three years in the planning, the information board 

giving the history of the Weston, Clevedon and Portishead Light Railway was unveiled on a sunny  

Tuesday morning in October by BBC presenter, Jemma Cooper.  Our group always has to be 

mindful of local heritage so we were very pleased to be able to donate funds towards this worthy 

cause.  The information board was prepared by the dedicated group of volunteers who meet 

regularly to remember the much loved light railway that at one time ran all the way to the 

Boulevard in Weston-super-Mare. 

Work Parties   We have been extremely busy during the last month with work parties.  We have 

been cutting back, moving ox-eye daisies and preparing our flower beds for the winter.  We have 

been mainly lucky with the weather in such a wet month and it was particularly pleasant working 

in the Millennium Garden at St Peter’s on the fine Monday morning this week.  It was very 

pleasing to see the lovely stone walls and the newly erected medieval column glowing in the 

sunshine.  We also planted up Tom Broom’s trees at Roath Road Green with spring flowers. 

Bulb Planting   We have also spent a great deal of time planting bulbs that were purchased from 

Peter Nyssen Ltd.   We have put Anemone Blanda around the orchard trees near the Boat 

Roundabout, we planted 100 camassias in groups of 10 on Wyndham Way; a whole 25 kilo of 

Narcissi on the roundabout at Haven Lodge; 100 tulips in Rodmoor Gardens together with a few 

dozen Alliums and 150 wild daffodils and snakes-head fritillaries at the wild-flower meadow at the 

beginning of Sheepway.  More details on bulb planting next month! 

New Flags   After ten years, our  flags that have hung in the High Street during the summer, have 

“had it”!  We have purchased material for making new ones and children at the local primary 

schools are getting involved in designing them.  We have a few volunteers for the big job of 

sewing them, but could still do with some more help.  If you would like to assist please e-mail our 

co-ordinator, Judith Burrill on judith.burrill@btinternet.com.   

Spring Gardens   There is a possibility that we could open one or two gardens to view spring 

bulbs and flowers next year.  This would be a new venture for us, so if you would like to join in, 

please let me know.   

Apple Days   Together with Transition Towns Portishead, we had a series of apple pressing events 

around the town as well as the main Apple Day at Weston-in-Gordano orchard.  These took place 

at St. Peter’s Church, The Vale and Court Farm.  Many people took advantage of these events and 
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apart from a downpour at Court Farm and a wet afternoon at the orchard, the apple pressing and 

the resulting juice were enjoyed by many local people.  It is lovely to work with such an 

enthusiastic group such as Transition Towns Portishead.   

Carousel and Tub emptying and filling   Something else that has kept us very busy this last month 

is the tub emptying and filling.  Happily, these events went very smoothly in spite of having to 

move the tub emptying to the afternoon because of the Portishead half marathon!  Our thanks to 

North Somerset Council for emptying all of our green bags and also to Rod Pooley for his 

beautiful plants that are now filling the tubs for the winter.  We are very grateful to Keith 

Southey for all his work in hanging up the winter baskets and taking down the summer ones 

which delighted so many people over the summer months.  Without the help from such 

dedicated people, we could not keep the town looking so beautiful.   

A photographer    At our monthly meeting this week, we talked about the lovely front gardens 

around Portishead which we struggle to take photos of.  If anyone can help us out here so that 

we can say thank you for their contribution towards keeping the town looking gorgeous, please 

let us know.  All you would have to do, especially if you like walking around the town, is take a 

photo of a particularly pleasing garden and make a note of the address.  We will do the rest. 

Our Celebration Evening   And lastly, don’t forget that this will take place on Friday next, 15th 

November at 7.30 at the Folk Hall, High Street, Portishead.  I hope to see many of you there. 

Sandy Tebbutt, November 2013 

 

   Apple Day at the Millennium Garden 

Bulb Planting at Haven Lodge roundabout            


