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Putting on concerts is a new venture for Portishead in Bloom but when we heard that Australian 
couple, Emily and John Gunson, were looking for a venue in Portishead to perform an evening of 
Fred Weatherly songs, we got our thinking caps on.  On the 7th November, between 70 and 80 
people arrived at the Folk Hall and thoroughly enjoyed an evening of flute playing from Emily and 
songs and piano playing from John.  This was the first time in 25 years that Portishead has had a 
Weatherly concert.  Fred of course was born here and was the lyricist for Victorian songs such as 
Roses of Picardy, Danny Boy and The Green Hills of Somerset.  It was very generous of Emily and 
John to support Portishead in Bloom in this way as they wanted the profits from the evening to go 
towards local causes.  It is a shame that they were not able to see how lovely our High Street looked 
during the summer months. 
 

                                            
 
Together with Transition Portishead, we have planted a new nuttery in the mown grassed area 
between Rodmoor Gardens and the Bowling Club above the Lake Grounds.  The nut trees, which 
consist mainly of walnut and hazel and were donated free of charge, are young trees but we are 
hopeful that they will grow and provide food in later years.  In the same area is an embryonic herb 
bed that we will continue to plant up next year. 
 
Last week, Chris Button and myself, joined the children at the Lakehouse Nursery, to plant wild 
daffodil bulbs.  These will be cared for by the children over the winter months and then planted out 
on the big plant up day on the Esplanade Meadow in April.  We have been doing this for a number of 
years now and it is always a lovely family occasion.   
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We know that a tremendous amount of people, residents and visitors alike, have enjoyed the 
transformation that happened near the Library on Waitrose Piazza.  At the end of March, we heard 
that we had managed to persuade North Somerset Council to let us have the area as it was close to 
the start of our Britain in Bloom judging route.  If it had remained in the condition that it was, we 
would have had no chance of doing as well as we did.  So, together with Transition Portishead, we 
started work on a very warm end of March day.  The results were amazing.  The wild flower meadow 
has bloomed its socks off and Transition’s raised veg. beds have been prodigious in producing 
edibles.  Every time we work there, people stop and chat, to admire, get advice, to take away veg. 
and herbs so the whole venture has been a huge talking point.  Sadly, we had to hand scythe the 
meadow but not until November and even then cornflowers and cosmos were still blooming.  We 
will be planting again next year but after that, its future is uncertain.  Our thanks to John Flannigan’s 
team and North Somerset councillors for their huge help in making it possible to provide this little 
haven for the people of Portishead. 
 

 
 

                                                        
Nigel Coombes was there to congratulate Ken Windibank on his achievement at becoming a West 
County champion.  Ken is still mowing incidentally as the grass is still growing! 

                                                                                                                       
And finally, we had a lovely Celebration Evening on Friday and many thanks to all the lovely people 
who supported this event or sent congratulations on our achievements this year.  It has been a 
marvellous year for us and one that we will never forget.  Our “Pride in Place” award from Britain in 
Bloom proved that Portishead is truly a great place to live in with a wonderful community spirit.  We 
will all now look forward to seeing our town lit up by the Christmas Lights group, another spectacle 
that people from miles around come to admire.  We will hopefully see you at the Victorian Evening 
on Friday, December 12th, when we will be selling hyacinths and home-made table decorations.   


