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Golden Balloons were released in Trowbridge yesterday to celebrate the fact that the Britain 

in Bloom campaign was started fifty years ago in 1964 and has gone from strength to 

strength in improving the appearance of many of our villages, towns and cities.  You will, I 

am sure, be pleased to know that once again, for the seventh time, Portishead in Bloom was 

again awarded gold in the Champion of Champions class.  We were all extremely pleased 

with this result.   

Our other great news is that Ken Windibank was one of four people in the whole of the 

south-west of England to be given a Community Champion’s award yesterday.  This is 

indeed a very well deserved accolade and we are so pleased that he has at last been 

acknowledged in this way.  Our group of 20 people stood up and gave him a standing 

ovation and a tremendous cheer when the honour was read out.  Well done Ken! 
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A big thank you to those people who gave up their day to support us in Trowbridge, we 

appreciate it.  Our thanks go to all those local people who have helped us in maintaining our 

gold award status.  With two competitions this year to contend with, we have had a great 

deal of hard work to do, a huge amount of organisation to manage and shed-loads of 

dedication to our cause.  We will know the outcome of the Nationals on the 16th October.   

In the meantime, our work goes on.  On Monday morning, 22nd September at 10.00 and 

meeting at the Folk Hall car park, we will be planting up all our recycled bulbs around the 

town.  Our big new bulb order will arrive next month hopefully, so there will be another 

bulb planting session then.   

We have two apple days this year with Transition Portishead.  On Saturday morning, 27th 

September, apples will be pressed at the Millennium Garden, St Peter’s Church from 11 am 

until 1.00 pm.  Please bring apples and bottles.  The next day, 28th September, is the annual 

apple pressing day at the orchard at Weston-in-Gordano from 11 am until 3.00 pm.  Again, 

please take bottles, apples, containers and even an apple cake, if you can manage it.   

Parking will be in the field behind the church.  Portishead in Bloom needs some more help 

with this event so please let me know if you can lend a general hand.  An hour or two would 

be appreciated. 

We will be scything our lovely wild flower meadow when it eventually finishes flowering – 

details of this to come later.   

The magnificence of the carousel baskets is coming to an end sadly. We have had lots of 

lovely comments about them, particularly about the bi-coloured petunias with their 

wonderful scent.  A great big thank you is due to Rodney at Blaise Nursery for the gorgeous 

displays.  Our High Street has certainly been a wonderful place to be this summer, especially 

with all the newly painted street furniture.  Keith Southey, our right hand man, will be taking 

down the baskets in the last week of September this year, earlier than usual.  The tubs are 

still going strong and will not be emptied until 19th October (meeting at the Precinct at 9.00 

am to start the job).  They will be filled on the following Sunday, same time, same place.   

                                   

Just a reminder of an important date to put in your diary – our Celebration Evening will be 

on Friday, 21st November at the Folk Hall from 7.30 pm.   


