
CHAIRMAN’S LETTER FOR JANUARY 2014 

A happy New Year to everyone from Portishead in Bloom. 

  Table decorations for the Victorian Evening 

Britain in Bloom National Competition.  We have some very exciting news – we have been selected 

to represent South-West in Bloom in the National competition.  The class we have been entered into 

is the “Urban Community” which is the Port Marine and Village Quarter area.  The judges will have a 

two-hour tour starting at the northern end of the High Street, taking in the Lake Grounds, Eastwood 

and possibly the Nature Reserve at the far end of the Village Quarter.  The actual route will be 

decided during the next few weeks.  It will mean, of course, that we will have two competitions to 

prepare for this year.  In other words, we will be extremely busy and any help that you can offer will 

be greatly appreciated. 

The Victorian Evening.   Many thanks to all those people who came to our stall to make a purchase.  

We were delighted with the evening in spite of the late rain.  We had spent the morning making 

Christmas table decorations under the careful eye of our floral arrangement experts who we are 

fortunate to have in our group.  Rodney Pooley of Blaise Nursery had also supplied us with pots of 

hyacinths so together with the holly and mistletoe that had been gathered, we had a very successful 

evening.  We had sold out by 8.00 o’clock and made about £175 for our funds.   

Unveiling of the Portishead Horticultural Society/Portishead in Bloom stone at our Jubilee bed.  

Councillor Alan McMurray very kindly unveiled a stone that celebrates the fact that our local 

Horticultural Society celebrated 150 years since its inception in 1863 – no mean feat!  Thank you to 

the Horticultural Society members who attended the small ceremony on Saturday, 14th December 

and to Ken Windibank in particular who spent a great deal of time chasing up the plaque on its walk-

about around the area and seeing that it was finally put into place on a dark and wet evening before 

its unveiling!  The stone looks good in its setting in our Jubilee garden alongside the public library.  

Please take a look if you are in the area. 

Work Parties.  Fortunately for us, the sun shone and the rain stayed away on Monday morning’s 

work party.  Twelve of us spent the time in the Millennium Garden at St Peter’s Church.  We lopped, 

coppiced and took out an unwanted tree, thereby opening up a space so that the beautiful white 

bark of the birch tree that had been crowded out, can be now appreciated.  Jane Pagano, who co-

ordinates work parties there, is happy because she has another space to fill with beautiful plants!  



We have decided to hold a second work party each month because of the increasing amount of work 

we need to do to keep Portishead looking as beautiful as we can.  Please let me know if you would 

like to be added to our “Friends” group – this way you will be informed of forthcoming work parties 

and other events.  No need to worry if you have not got much gardening experience, there are 

always easy jobs to get on with and plenty of advice if it is needed.   

Brampton Way & Norfolk Road.   Some of our group has been busy planting out the surplus bulbs 

(that had been saved from our tubs) around the lime trees at the end of Brampton Way opposite 

Clarence House.  We are waiting for the go-ahead from North Somerset District Council to plant up 

the spare ground where Brampton Way meets Norfolk Road.  We will be planting hibiscus, hawthorn 

and a rowan tree there – we hope these species will provide food and nectar for wildlife  as well as 

providing interest for the passer-by and residents.  This is another example of the work we do to 

enhance our neighbourhood. 

Flag-Making.   As you may know, the unique flags that decorate our High Street every summer have 

mostly come to the end of their lives.  One of our members, Judith Burrill, has taken on the task of 

getting new ones made.  Fortunately for us, a very talented couple, Susan and Bob Giddens, have 

been helping out.  They have spent many hours sourcing the best material (which happens to be 

Cameron balloon material), best cotton and machine sewing needles and testing out and making up 

the basic flag design.  We owe them a huge debt of gratitude.  Judith organised a competition in the 

local primary schools so that our local children could join it.  The best designs have been chosen and 

the children will receive a prize for their school.  Names will be announced later.  In the meantime, a 

cutting out day has been organised for Thursday, 16th January from 2.00 until 4.00 pm at the 

Redcliffe Bay Hall to start off the great sewing fest.  There is still time to join in by contacting Judith 

on 843694.   

Colour Scheme for 2014.  We have selected magenta, white and a smattering of dark pink plants for 

our carousel baskets and tubs this year.  Please join us in this colour scheme if you wish. 

Wassailing Evening.  Finally on Thursday, 16th January as well, we will be celebrating Wassailing by 

joining Transition Towns at Brewers Fayre, by the sail roundabout, Wyndham Way at 6.15 for 6.30 

pm.  We will be processing down to the The Vale Orchard to bless the trees. 

 

                    Councillor Alan McMurray unveiling the stone at the Jubilee Bed                

         


