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It was with sadness that we learnt that Johnny Johnston had died on February 24th.  Johnny was one 
of the early members of Portishead in Bloom and he designed our carousels, as well as our whirligigs 
on Waitrose Piazza, one of which is pictured above.   For this we owe him a great debt of gratitude – 
the carousels and whirligigs are unique to Portishead of course, as they were also engineered here.   
We know that they give a great deal of pleasure to residents and visitors alike – in winter as well as 
summer.   
 
We have at last been able to plant an indigenous hedge at St Peter’s School.  This happened on 
Tuesday afternoon when we were joined by some of the eco reps. from the school.  Fifty metres of 
mixed hedging was planted which included pussy willow, hawthorn, guelder rose and dogwood.  It 
was then mulched with the bark that had been made from all the old pieces of branches etc. which 
were cleared at the first work party during half term week.  The original hay meadow still needs a 
good raking off and clearing away and then the ecology area will look really lovely.   We are really 
grateful for the invaluable assistance given to us by Mary Anne Iles, a classroom assistant at St 
Peter’s School. 

    
 
The work has started on clearing the site near to our Jubilee bed at the new library – albeit slowly!  
We are waiting for the tree stumps to be cleared and then we can get started.  Transition Portishead 
is joining in with us and will be erecting raised beds in which to grow vegetables and herbs.  We have 
ordered flower seed which will be in shades of yellow and gold because we are celebrating the fact 
that the Royal Horticultural Society is 50 years old this year.  We need to sow the seed very soon to 
get a good show during the summer months.   We are confident that the area will look a hundred 
times better than it does now! 
 
Plans for our annual Open Gardens weekend are progressing well.  Please make sure that you save 
the weekend of 7th/8th of June for this special event.  The ticket price will remain the same as other 
years and I am sure that you will visit parts of Portishead that you have never seen before! 
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If you are dividing up plants or sowing seeds and have a surplus, please think of us.  We always need 
plants for not only our Open Gardens weekend but our Plant Sale as well, which will be held on 
Saturday, 17th May. 
 
We have been putting the final touches to our Garden Awards scheme.  This year we are asking the 
public to put forward any front gardens or balconies that they think deserves recognition.  People 
can either enter their own garden or nominate one that has caught their eye when passing by.  Pubs, 
businesses, schools, residents’ associations can all enter.  This year there will be prizes for the 
gardens that Portishead in Bloom consider to be outstanding. 
 
Our flag making is still progressing and we are gradually going around the primary schools to meet 
the winners of the design competition.  This week we visited Portishead Primary School to 
congratulate Ruby, the winner there.   

   
 
It was good to meet up with Consort Management and North Somerset Council on Port Marine again 
to make sure that all the planting is as good as it can be for the summer months when we will be 
judged for the South-West in Bloom and the Nationals.  We are grateful to both organisations for the 
help that they give to Portishead. 
 
Finally, it is lovely to see all the daffodils planted by the Lions of Portishead coming into bloom once 
again.  The crocuses that we helped the Rotary Club plant a few years ago have been beautiful in 
their bright purple spirals and drifts on the Lake Grounds, Port Marine and by Waitrose garage.  
Please look out for our new plantings of camassias on Wyndham Way and narcissi on the Haven 
Lodge roundabout during the coming months.  Our tubs and carousels are also looking floriferous in 
the early spring sunshine.  
 

         
 
 
 
 

                                                              


