
NEWSLETTER 

JULY 2018 

Britain in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2017 

Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017 

One of the top 7 places in the UK 

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live! 

  3,243 Volunteer hours worked this year  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday July 21st      

 The Big Picnic  12.00—3.00 

Bring a rug, bring a picnic and enjoy the  

musical entertainment, circus skills and 

children’s games. 

Tuesday July 24th –Judging Day 

Join us at Jubilee Park to greet the 

judges and enjoy the NS Community 

Brass Band play from 12.45pm 

Future Work Parties 

Tuesday July 10th  

9.30 am Potager Garden 

Wednesday July 18th  

6.00 pm Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday July 19th   

6.00pm Jubilee Park 

Monday July 23rd 

6pm Meet at The Precinct 

This may be subject to change so 

please check the website for 

updates. 

A few extra evening sessions to 

make sure the town is looking 

its best for judging. 

Do come and help if you can! 

Could You Volunteer?  

Do you enjoy gardening? Do you enjoy  

being outside? Come along and join one of 
our work parties. Bring some gardening 
gloves and enjoy the exercise, fresh air and 
relaxed company. It is fun too! 

Summer Bedding 
The troughs, tubs, hanging baskets and planters on the railings are 
really flourishing and are truly magnificent. So many people have 
remarked how beautiful they are and the colours are cooling and 
uplifting. Visitors to the town have also sent messages of  
appreciation -”Just back from a visit to your beautiful town. May I 
congratulate you on the wonderful purple, yellow and white flower 
displays everywhere. They look lovely.” 
We are very lucky to have so many businesses supporting  
Portishead in Bloom by having their own tubs. It has been extra 
difficult this year looking after them as the hot, dry weather means 
extra maintenance. Everyone really appreciates the effort as most 
of them are looking splendid.  A colourful corner 

Two flower beds near the Travelodge 
Hotel are full of colour with beautiful  
petunias. It certainly is a cheerful area. 
Thank you to Paul who maintains these 
beds and to his parents for growing and 
providing the plants. Paul works at the 
Travelodge Hotel and his efforts should 
be congratulated as the flower beds are 
a welcoming sight. 

Poppy Update 
Local Schools and nurseries 
are busy completing the  
thousands of wooden  
poppies in preparation for the 
River of Poppies to  
commemorate the end of 
WW1. 
A big “Thank you” to all of the 
people who helped to cut out 
the wooden poppies 

Bryan Shepard, Colin Robbins, 

Dennis Smith, Colin Lockyer, 

David Heap, Rob Daniels,  

Kevin Weaver, Philip Short,  

Karen Western, Keith Chaney, 

Tony Pagano, Ken Windibank, 

Mike Murch, Craig Whittaker, 

Glen Davies, Bob Stevens and 

Dave Gould. 

Newly Planted Bed 
The Talkback Comms beds—on the  
central reservation near Aldi, had the huge 
phormium removed and the now clearer 
view is much improved. This newly planted 
area has added colour and interest with 
grasses, salvias and petunias. This is  
certainly a pretty developing bed enhancing 

the town’s entrance. 

The Youth Centre An enthusiastic group of young people are 
learning how to plant, grow and maintain fruit and vegetables 
within a newly formed Gardening Club. The vegetables 
planted have included runner beans, radish, Swiss chard, peas 
and salad leaves and there has been a huge improvement in the 
area which was once overgrown and unloved. Members of  
Portishead in Bloom have helped on a weekly basis and some of 
the produce is now being harvested and eaten. Well done!

New Signs These have been placed around 
the town denoting the areas that Portishead 
in Bloom look after.  
How many have you seen? 

Fantastic flowers in The High Street 

A big WELCOME to our judges Jon Wheatley and Richard Beale on July 24th. 
Come and greet them! 
 1.00 at Jubilee Park. 



For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on       FACEBOOK and Twitter  

LATEST NEWS  It has been incredible weather with some temperatures over 30 degrees which has 

made gardening challenging at times. Volunteers have been working hard at the Potager Garden  keeping 
the weeds at bay and watering and tending the plants which have struggled a little in the hot  
conditions. New runner beans had to be planted as the first plants failed. Hopefully these will grow strongly 
up the obelisks. The bees and butterflies have certainly loved the area as have residents and visitors alike 
who often stop to admire, chat and thank the volunteers for all their hard work.  
The Esplanade Meadow has had weeds removed and the fruit and nut hedge is thriving.  
Jubilee Park has a new bark path through an area that was being used as an unofficial path. Brambles still 
seem to grow well in the hot weather so they have been  removed  and cut back but this is a continuous 
challenge. 
Rodmoor Gardens has a magnificent display of roses and lavender along with other glorious flowers. The 
central bed is brimming with colour with salvias, pelargoniums, petunias, cosmos and surfinas in shades of 
purple, lilac and white. The roses have been dead headed regularly and some newly planted areas have 
had the benefit of our new water system : thanks to Ken who has expertly constructed a structure to house 
it. We have certainly needed it with the lack of rain this Summer. Everything is looking rosy for judging day! 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Other areas have benefitted from volunteers working hard to ensure a colourful show of flowers this year. 
The Scouts help to maintain the beds near the Boat Roundabout. Portishead WI groups have various  
volunteers helping with their beds in Rodmoor Road, Lake Road, Station Road and Beach Road East ;the 
nursery children from Station House Nursery help with their vegetable bed in the Potager. 
 It is wonderful that people of all ages are helping within the town. 

A BIG THANK YOU! Thank you to Keith Southey who 

has watered every other day to ensure that the plants not 
only survive but are looking their best too. It has been a hard 
task in the glorious weather but the plants are looking  
stunning. Blooming Marvellous! 

THE BIG PICNIC    Saturday July 21st  
Come along and enjoy the entertainment 
12.00—12.45  Portishead Town Band 
13.00—13.20  Choir—Wendy Sergeant 
13.30—13.45  Audacity—Youth Centre 
14.00—14.30  Highly Strung Band 
14.30—15.00 Highly Strung Band and Dancers  -     
 Audience participation 
We hope the sun shines! 

The beautiful new banner at The Lido 
created by Barbara Waterhouse 

Competition 
Thank you to all the children who entered the RHS art competition  
“It’s a Bugs Life!” 
The entrants were judged by local artist Christine Leigh and Anna Hill 
It was tough decision but the overall winner was Bonnie Lee from High 
Down School. Her  beautiful picture has been sent to Truro for the 
RHS South West competition. The results are in October. 

Poppy Painting 
Members of the Bloom committee have been busy  
painting the many hundreds of poppies.  
Red bottle tops are still required for the project. These can be 
handed in to Tax Savers, The Ship pub  and The Youth Centre. 


