
NEWSLETTER 

MARCH 2020 

  504 Volunteer hours worked in 2020 

South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019 

 Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017  

One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK  

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!  

Future Work Parties 

 

Tuesday March 10th 

Potager ( Near the Library) 

SATURDAY March 14th 

Rodmoor—Nuttery ( please bring a rake) 

Wednesday  March 18th 

Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday  March 26th 

Esplanade area  

Monday April 6th 

Rodmoor Gardens 

Tuesday April 14th 

Jubilee Park 

Wednesday April 22nd 

Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday April 30th 

Potager (Near the Library) 

We would love some extra volunteers so if 

you could help, please do come and join us. 

9.30 am 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Saturday March 28th  
Quiz Night  
Friday May 1st  
Bucket collection—Lidl 
Sunday May 10th 
Empty tubs 
Saturday May 16th 
Plant Sale 
Thursday May 21st 
Tub planting 
Saturday /Sunday June 6th/7th 
Open Gardens Weekend 
Early July 
Judging takes place 

 

RODMOOR GARDENS (9.30am) 
We will be having a Saturday work party on March 14th  
to help with various projects within the lower part of the 
Gardens. It will be lovely seeing this area develop. 
Please bring a rake and spade if you have one, as one of 

the jobs we need to tackle 
is gathering and  
removing the twigs that 
have blown down in the 
strong winds.  

OPEN GARDENS 
We are busy preparing for our main fund raising event of 
the year which is being held on the weekend of June 
6th/7th. We have many people who are willing to open their 
gardens for Portishead in Bloom but it would be lovely if we 
had a couple more. If you are happy to open your garden or 
if you know of a garden that would be of interest, we would 
love to hear from you. All sizes are suitable and it does not 
have to be perfect with a manicured lawn etc. After the wet 
winter many gardens are not particularly looking their best 
but please don't let that put you off. 
Please contact Portisheadinbloom@btinternet,com if you 
can help. 

Summer Pots 
Each year two of our committee members, Jackie and 
Toni, spend many hours asking the town’s businesses to 
support Portishead in Bloom by purchasing a Summer Pot. 
The response has been wonderful so far and our town 
should look beautiful once again. The full list of our  
supporters will be in a future newsletter. 
Some businesses have also kindly donated 
money so that charity shops within the town 
can have a pot. New businesses around the  
marina have joined in as have businesses 
around Kestrel Court. Thank you! 
These pots will be planted in our chosen 
colours  for this year and they certainly 
make a difference within Portishead.  



RECENT WORK 
Rodmoor Gardens 
The volunteers have been working hard but still enjoying this 
beautiful garden especially in the recent sunshine. We have 
also welcomed quite a few new volunteers which has been 
lovely. Thank you for joining us!  
 The roses have been  expertly pruned by Ken and Jane so at 
the moment they look very sparse but we know that this pro-
duces an abundance of flowers in the Summer months and 
they are already growing. The homemade compost which was  
distributed a few weeks ago, is benefitting the flower beds and 
one of the tasks has been to remove the twigs that hadn't  
broken down.  
The weeds have been growing very well (unfortunately!) so there 
is always this task to keep us busy. Some shrubs have been 
pruned and re shaped and the many gorgeous daffodils can be 
fully appreciated.  The garden is looking fantastic at the moment so do have a wander if you have 
time. The lower section—The Nuttery, has gained a lot of light since the hedge was cut and this has 
meant new plants can be planted including foxgloves.  
Potager 
There are four large raised beds near the Library which have a mixture of vegetables and flowers and 
the bed at the far side has fruit bushes and flowers. The produce is free to the public when  
available. The plan this year is to redesign one of the beds so the majority of the plants have been  
removed and re planted in the other 3 beds. This raised bed will have 4 sections with concentrated   
areas of one type of flowers in 2 of them . Vegetables will also be planted including Swiss chard, leeks 
and lettuce. 
Sail Roundabout—Three brave volunteers tackled the shrubs on this busy roundabout and removed 
many bags of greenery. The speed of the traffic together with the road works make this a particularly 
hazardous job. 
Jubilee Park—On a rainy day the volunteers, including some new people, removed weeds and dug 
over the flower beds to improve the area. It is a well used park so residents hopefully can appreciate 
the improvements.  

DONATION 
Denise James, from Keynsham, was secretary for RHS South West in Bloom and had a real passion 
for all “In Bloom” entails. She sadly died suddenly last October and is a much missed lady. In her home 
town, a new pocket park garden is being created in her name and Portishead in Bloom has decided to 
give a donation towards it in her memory. We remember her for all her enthusiasm and hard work. 

Pruned roses 

THANK YOU 
Portishead Kitchens in Kestrel Court is 
continuing to sell second hand books and 
raising money for Portishead in Bloom. 
Do pop along and perhaps donate books 
or buy one. Thank you to Anna and Chris 
for supporting us  

Its Your Neighbourhood 
We are delighted that this year we have had 14 entries for 
the RHS award including a new entry from High Down 
School. Their garden has been transformed under the 
guidance of Mr Kevin Burgess, the school caretaker.  
Inspiring children to grow vegetables and flowers is so  
important and we look forward to seeing the area develop. 

THANK YOU—We are always so grateful for any donations 
and we were humbled to receive a donation from a lovely 
lady who had a big birthday and asked her friends and family 
to donate to Portishead in Bloom in lieu of gifts. What a  
generous idea!. 



For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on       FACEBOOK and Twitter  

or e mail   portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 

Tools with a Mission 
Portishead in Bloom is supporting this organisation but at present we only have a few old tools to 
donate to this project. If you have any old but not broken garden tools or DIY tools then you can 
donate them to this project. You can see the list of wanted tools on their website.  
www. Twam.uk 
Please contact Jane Pagano—01275– 843965 to arrange delivery. The collected items will then be 
taken to the Bristol collection point where they will be included in one of the 11 shipping containers 
leaving UK. The last day for donation is March 31st. 
 

 

Portishead in Bloom Fundraising 

QUIZ NIGHT_ 

 Saturday March 28
th
 

Redcliffe Bay Hall 
     7.00- 10.30pm 

£5 per person to include snacks.  
Please bring your own drink. 

Teams of 4, but couples or individuals can make up a team 
on the night.  

Please contact   
                      Judith.Burrill@btinternet.com 

Brampton Way 

Rodmoor Gardens 

March—Jobs in the Garden 
Prune buddleia,late flowering clematis, dogwood and willow 
Sow carrots, beetroot, parsnips, broad beans, Swiss chard 
Start sowing hardy annuals indoor eg Californian poppies, nasturtiums and poppies 
Dead head spring flowers so they don't set seed. Leave the leaves to die back naturally 
Tidy up borders and remove weeds then mulch with garden compost 


