
NEWSLETTER 

APRIL 2020 

  621   Volunteer hours worked in 2020 

South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019 

 Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017  

One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK  

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Many lovely events have had to be cancelled this 
year due to unprecedented times. 
The quiz will be arranged at a later date as will the 
planned bucket collections at Lidl and Sainsburys. 
The tubs in the High Street will remain with their  
current planting and will not have new Summer  
bedding. However, haven’t they been absolutely 
amazing? They are probably the best display we 
have ever had and together with the hanging baskets 
have brought so much colour in these worrying times. 
. 
 

 

We will do what we can to 
make the town look joyful again once the situation is 
over.  
The watering of the plants and the cutting of grass in 
Rodmoor Gardens is being maintained by Keith 
Southey within his business, as the areas still need to 
be tended.  We are grateful to him for undertaking 
these roles. 
The RHS has suspended all judging of Britain in 
Bloom so this year will be different. We usually look 
forward to judging and showing off Portishead at its 
best. We also enjoy the awards ceremony too with 
the town hopefully achieving the highest Gold award. 
We are lucky to live in such a beautiful town. 
We will look forward to the 2021 event instead. 

 

FUTURE WORK PARTIES 
Due to the current situation with Covid19 
we are very saddened to inform you that 
no future work parties are planned at  
present. 
We hope that the areas we maintain such 
as Rodmoor Gardens and The Potager will 
keep giving joy to people on their daily 
walks. 
“We Will Meet Again” as the Queen said 
and resume our work parties as soon as 
we are able.  

Wyndham Way—Well 
done Jackie, Clare and 
the cubs for creating a 
beautiful display 

Portishead in Bloom hopes everyone stays 
safe and well. Enjoy the beauty that is around 
us. Any outside space, whether a garden, a 
small balcony or a daily walk has become more 
precious and just seeing the blossom or Spring 
flowers is so uplifting .  



OPEN GARDENS 
We planned to hold our main fundraising event in June with many 
gardens on display, some for the first time. Sadly this year the event 
has had to be cancelled. The RHS Summer Shows, such as  
Chelsea, have already been cancelled and we felt we should follow 
their advice. 
As we have had beautiful weather recently and many of us are 
spending increasing time in the garden, we hope that when we hold 
the event in the future there will be many more gardens on display. 

Rodmoor Gardens 
We are delighted to announce that 
Rodmoor Gardens achieved the top 
award of 5 STARS for RHS parks. 
This was judged in September last 
year so we think even further  
improvements have happened since 
then. 

Still Blooming! 
The Lido bed and 
the Jubilee bed by 
the Library are  
looking beautiful 
with so much  
colour 

Recent Work 
Before all the restrictions were put in place in mid March we managed our weekly work parties . 
Potager Garden 
On rather a drizzly day 11 of us worked in the area with Hilary doing an amazing job clearing the 
many weeds in the surrounding gravel. The beds were weeded and perennials cut back and tidied. 
The many teasels that had seeded throughout the plot, were removed and only left in areas where 
they would be supported by the obelisks. 
The Bell area was also tidied so that the miniature daffodils, pink bellis and purple violas could been 
seen more clearly. 
The Hot Bed sponsored by Portishead Kitchens was weeded together with the Telecoms sponsored 
bed along Wyndham Way.  



 More Recent Work 
Rodmoor Gardens 
The very successful Saturday work party involved lots of hard work within the lower part of  
Rodmoor Gardens called the Nuttery. The hedge that was cut back in February has meant a lot 
more light has been let into the area. 
A new hedge of mixed native species (dogwood, blackthorn, field maple, gelder rose, crab apple, 
hawthorn) has been planted along the length of the Bowling Club. This hedge will be a source for 
birds and wildlife. Each plant was staked and has a plastic tree guard to protect it in the early 
stages of growth. 
Ken and Bill made 3 benches for the use of everyone but mainly for the Nursery children who love 
their outside sessions in this area. We had a lovely message from Station House Nursery to say 
how excited the children were when they discovered them. 

 
The last work party before the lockdown was at Rodmoor where the many long brambles within 
the conifer hedging at the far end, were removed. It was quite fun seeing how long the brambles 
could be - probably about 12 foot or more were the longest! The remainder of the hedging was 
planted and the old herb bed in the middle of the area was dismantled. This now looks a lot better 
and the whole Nuttery is looking transformed. 

APRIL—Jobs in the Garden 
Sow hardy annuals such as Love in the Mist and native wild flowers such as Cornflower 
Protect the new shoots of Lupins, Hostas and Delphiniums from slugs and snails 
Continue deadheading spring flowers so their energy is not spent setting seed 
Sow Sweet Peas into their final position and Sunflowers in a sunny site 
Sow small batches of salad leaves, radishes and rocket in an old washing up bowl 

For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on       FACEBOOK and Twitter  

or e mail   portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 

THANK YOU 
Last week we had a lovely surprise 
as we had an e-mail informing us of 
a fantastic donation of £375 from the 
Rotary Club. The club celebrated its 
40th birthday last year and linked 
with Sainsbury’s Portishead for 150 
days from May—October 2019 
 carrying out activities and  
fundraising for local charities and 
 organisations. We are delighted to 
be chosen as one of the local  
organisations to benefit and the 
money will help to enhance areas for 
all to enjoy. 

S A P Z C B T Z L Y H K P O J 
M Y L X Y D L L V Y T I A G A 
Y M X U X R I U A Z L L O Q P 
X U Q B M D Q C E U O H I O R 
A Q N P O I I I T B X N M F I 
R C G F U N R M J T E Q J Q M 
M C F C T D Y P Y J M L V Z R 
H A U H S N O W D R O P L U O 
D A I L E M A C S K E U G A S 
N J Q S K D O L U T P U G J E 
V I O L A A V M C V I F Q R H 
Y V C B Y G O R O F G W J Q W 
M J R Y W O X X R N H U F U C 

A D S P I D H E C Q L J K O A 

BLUEBELL 
CAMELIA 
CROCUS 
DAFFODILL 
HYACINTH 
PRIMROSE 
PRIMULA 
SNOWDROP 
TULIP 
VIOLA 

Just for fun! 
Can you find 
the words? 


