
NEWSLETTER 

DECEMBER 2018 

South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2018 

Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017 

One of the top 7 places in the UK  

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!  

 5310  Volunteer hours worked this year  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday December 16th 

Victorian Evening—High Street 

Saturday January 19th 2019 

Removal of  poppies from roundabout 

Saturday /Sunday June 8th / 9th 2019 

Open Gardens Weekend 

Future Work Parties 

 

Tuesday December 11th 

Rodmoor Gardens 

Wednesday December 19th 

Potager Garden 

Thursday December 27th 

NO WORK PARTY 

Monday January 7th 

Rodmoor Gardens 

This may be subject to change so 

please check the website for  

updates 

 
9.30 am 

CALENDAR 
 
Have you bought your  
Portishead in Bloom 
2019 Calendar?  
For the first time, this 
year we have produced 
our own calendar with 
local photos of beautiful 
plants, flowers and flags.  
This would make an ideal 
Christmas present priced 
at £5. They can be  
 purchased from, 
 The Flagship Boutique and Tax Savers 
in The High Street and Portishead 
Kitchens in Kestrel Court or at The  
Victorian Evening on December 16th 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and 

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
from 

The Portishead In Bloom Committee 
 

Thank you for your help and support during     
the last year 

PORTISHEAD LIGHTS 
The team from Portishead in Bloom supports 
the volunteers of the Christmas lights. On a 
chilly Sunday morning we set up a stall  
providing free hot drinks and home made 
cake for all the hard working people hanging 
the lights in the High Street. They were very 
appreciative and the whole community  
enjoys the ever growing display. 
We also helped with the bucket collection at 
the “great switch on”. Many people were very 
generous and a lot of money was collected 
for this wonderful cause. 

Rodmoor Gardens An area has 
been cleared where some old 
lilac trees were growing and 
the pruning of a very old  
philadelphus has made a light 
open space. Some electric  
cables rediscovered when  
digging, thankfully were  
already disconnected! 

Donations 
Bob and Wendy’s Christmas Dance 
donated £46 from the raffle and Avon 
Garden Trust ( Open Garden 
Schemes ) donated £100. 
These donations are much 
 appreciated and they help to make 
our town look beautiful. Thank you. 



Could You Volunteer?  

Do you enjoy gardening? Do you enjoy  

being outside? Come along and join one of our work par-
ties. Bring some gardening gloves and enjoy the exercise, 
fresh air and relaxed company. It is fun too! 

Victorian Evening December 16th  4.00-8.00 
 
 
 
 
Portishead in Bloom will once again have a stand 
at this community event and will be placed near 
Boots. This year we will be selling table   
arrangements for the festive season, holly,  
mistletoe, potted hyacinth bulbs and our very own 
calendars. The money raised will go towards the 
various projects Portishead in Bloom have planned 
for the coming year. 
 
There will also be some small wooden poppies for 
sale at £1 each. We have had requests from some 
people to purchase the bigger poppies on the Boat  
Roundabout. These will £5 each and will be  
available in early January as we plan to leave these 
on the roundabout for the remainder of 2018. If you 
would like to purchase one of these you can send 
your details to Portishead in Bloom to be placed on 
a waiting list.  

POPPIES 
The River of Poppies that have magnificently 
graced Jubilee Park have now been removed and 
returned to the schools and nurseries that  
contributed to the display. They are being offered to 
the children  to buy a poppy for £1 with the money  
being donated to The Royal British Legion. 
The display became a focus for so many people 
during Remembrance Day and the weeks that it 
was in place. Hundreds of people congregated 
there for the 2 minutes silence on Remembrance 
Sunday and many photographs have appeared on 
social media showing the splendid sight. We are 
delighted that the poppies had such an impact on 
the town and well done to Judith Burrill, Portishead 
in Bloom Committee member, for having the vision 
and determination to mastermind the project. 

 

Work Parties 
Potager Garden—Ten people helped to tidy and 
remove dead plants although it was a lovely  
discovery to find a poppy, cornflowers, cosmos 
and marigold in full flower. Interesting for mid  
November! 
Albert Road—This bed has been a little hard to 
maintain as some plants had become large and 
out of shape. A major overhaul of the bed took 
place and a lot of  greenery was removed. It now 
is more manageable and a big improvement.  
Rodmoor Gardens has had hundreds of bulbs  
planted and plants cut back and pruned ready for 
winter. The never ending job of leaf clearance has 
been a big task and the compost bins are rather 
full. Hopefully this goodness will be used on the 
rose beds in the Spring. The area at the far side 
has had a big make over with old shrubs being  
removed to provide a light , airy space for  
redevelopment. Watch this space! 
On a very stormy day the Millennium Garden at St 
Peter’s church was tended by some very hardy 
volunteers. Again cutting back, leaf clearance and 
weeding were the main tasks. We look forward to 
this pretty garden bursting into flower in the 
Spring. 

Other News 
An award ceremony for the very active Portishead 
Youth Centre was held at Somerset Hall and Ian 
Murphy, Chairman of Portishead in Bloom, attended. 
He presented awards to the very much deserving 
gardeners who have had great success in  
transforming a neglected area. The flowers and 
vegetables they have grown have been amazing 
and the Bloom judges in the Summer were 
 incredibly impressed. Well done to all involved and 
we hope that you have learnt a lot but more  
importantly developed a passion for gardening. 

BLUEBELL PLANTING 
Two members of Portishead in Bloom visited Lake 
House Nursery and met very attentive and  
enthusiastic children ready to plant bluebell bulbs. 
When the bulbs start to grow these will be planted  
within the Lake Grounds. It was delightful to see the 
children counting the bulbs and learning what was 
needed to help the bulbs grow. 


