
NEWSLETTER 

JUNE 2018 

Britain in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2017 

Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017 

One of the top 7 places in the UK 

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live! 

  2830  Volunteer hours worked this year  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday July 22nd      

  The Big Picnic 

Jubilee Park 10.00 –15.00 

All Welcome! 

Tuesday July 24th 

South West in Bloom Judging 

Future Work Parties 

Monday June 4th 

Orchard/Boat Roundabout 

Tuesday June 12th 

Potager Garden 

Wednesday June 20th 

Esplanade /Lido area 

Thursday June 28th  

Jubilee Park 

Monday July 2nd 

Rodmoor Gardens 

This may be subject to change so 

please check the website for 

updates 

Could You Volunteer?  

Do you enjoy gardening? Do you  

enjoy being outside? Come along 
and join one of our work parties. 
Bring some gardening gloves and 
enjoy the exercise, fresh air and    
relaxed company.  It is fun too! 

COMPETITIONS  RHS painting competition entitled “It’s a Bugs Life”.  

Maximum A3 in size. Three age groups -Under 6 years, 7-11 years and 12-16 years.  

Closing date July 6th 2018 .   

9.30 am 

Summer Bedding 
The tubs in the High Street were newly painted before the Summer 
bedding was planted by many volunteers on a sunny Tuesday  
evening. The spectacular hanging baskets are now looking  
wonderful and we will see the colours emerge as the summer  
progresses. This year the nautical theme of blue, yellow and white 
reflects Portishead’s coastal position. With over 150 pots sponsored 
by the town’s businesses throughout the town, Portishead is looking 
beautiful. Blooming marvellous! 
You may have noticed some new tubs along the walkway between 
Waitrose and the Library, these in fact were moved from the  
precinct before its transformation this Summer. They look as if they 
have always been there and certainly add colour to the area. 
Thank you to Rod Pooley and his team at Blaise Nursery for  
growing such top quality plants. 

New Planters  
Have you noticed the new plant-
ers around the Marina? The 
“towers” with their tumbling plants 
and the tubs are filled with the 
same colour scheme as the ones 
in the High Street. It is lovely to 
have the Portishead in Bloom link 
within The Marina area.  

NEW FLOWER BED A much needed revamp has taken place to a 
flower bed near the swimming pool at Parish Wharf. We look forward to 
seeing sunflowers, verbascum, dahlias, hollyhocks and heuchera 
 flowering during the Summer. Thank you to Marjorie and Mary Ann for 
working so hard. This is now the M and M bed!!! 

FLAGS 

Recently the flags were hung in the High Street with the valuable help of 
members of the Christmas Lights volunteers. What a spectacle! The hard 
work  by a group of talented volunteers and co ordinated by Portishead 
in Bloom committee member Judith Burrell, are an amazing reflection of 
some important events and places in  Portishead. Can you spot the new 
flags illustrating the Soap Box racing and The Lido? The flags  
commemorating the achievements of Ben Smith (A marathon every day 
for a year) and Ruby Harrold ( Representing GB in the Olympics) are in 
the High Street too. The flags certainly are colourful and brighten the 
town even on a dull day. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with 
this project. They are beautiful! 

WORK PARTY NEWS   The wonderful weather has certainly made everything 
grow so the volunteers have been busy keeping the weeds in check. Rodmoor 
Gardens has had more of our “home made “compost added to the beds: the 
weeding, cutting back and Summer bulb and bedding planting will  
hopefully give a colourful sight throughout the Summer. The grass is cut  
regularly by our volunteers and  even some of the benches have been  
re painted. It is a much loved area. The Potager Garden is looking magnificent 
with a mix of newly planted vegetables and beautiful flowers especially the 
poppies and cornflowers. Weeding and a big tidy up at Jubilee Park and The 
Orchard enhance their appearance . Thank you to all our volunteers. 



Plant Sale   On a sunny Saturday morning the Portishead in Bloom team set up their stall near the  
Potager Garden, selling bedding plants and shrubs. Many people visited and purchased plants to brighten 
their garden. We were delighted with the amount raised, over £600, as we were up against a particular 
Royal wedding. We even named an unknown plant The Markle ! Thank you for supporting us. 

QUEEN’S AWARD  

We were delighted to receive a very important letter earlier in the 
month informing us that we had been nominated for a Queen’s 
Award for volunteers. This is the highest award given to local 
volunteer groups across the UK and was created in 2002 to  
celebrate the Queen’s coronation. It is the MBE for volunteer groups. 
Each group is assessed on their own merits on the benefit it brings 
to the local community and its standing within the community. 
Four of the committee members ventured to the Bath and West 
Show where a marquee reception was held, hosted by the Somerset 
Lord Lieutenant Mrs Annie Maw, supported by her deputies. There 
were 10 groups nominated from the whole of Somerset and within 
Mrs Maws’ speech she said how important all volunteers were to 
enhance the communities in which they lived and she thanked us for 
all our hard work. She also stated that the ten nominees were really 
the crème de la crème, the very top volunteers and she, on behalf of 
the Queen, appreciated everything we did. It was an inspirational 
event as all nominees explained what their roles were and it was 
good to hear so much is being contributed to our society. 
The afternoon tea together with some fizz was enjoyed by all. Even 
though we didn't win an award this year, to be nominated is a great 
achievement and we were honoured to be invited to the reception.  

Jane Pagano, Jackie Gunter, Judith Burrill, Lynne  
Watson., Deputy and ex High Sherriff Mr Edward 
Bayntun—Coward    
Mrs Annie Maw—The Lord Lieutenant  for Somerset 

WAITROSE Green Token Scheme  Thank you to 
all of you who voted for Portishead in Bloom . We 
came second ,only just being beaten by the worth-
while organisation—Turn The Tide.  We were 
delighted to receive £358 towards future projects. 

OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND       What a fantastic weekend ! The weather was perfect—”Portishead blue” 
skies and warm temperatures made this year’s event a joy to explore the 13 varied gardens on display. 
Over 800 people attended during the weekend with not only local residents attending but visitors from Bristol 
and further afield who had heard an announcement on radio Bristol in the morning. Delicious food was 
served at venues so visitors could sample breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea if they desired! Along with 
many tempting plants for sale the whole event was incredibly successful raising over £8000. It was lovely 
receiving so many positive comments about the organisation and the variety of gardens. We are so grateful 
to the owners for making so much effort in displaying their gardens—we know how much hard work was in-
volved. Thank you to the owners and all the visitors who have supported Portishead in Bloom at our biggest 
fund raiser of the year. We look forward to the 2019 event with new venues offered during this years Open  
Gardens. We hope the sun shines next year too! 

Just a few of the many  

photos taken at Open 

Gardens Weekend 

Fabulous Flags! 

For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on       FACEBOOK and Twitter  

or e mail          portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 


