
NEWSLETTER 

OCTOBER 2019 

  4639 Volunteer hours worked in 2019 

South West in Bloom Gold Award Winners 2008-2019 

 Champion of Champions Gold Award 2017  

One of the top 7 In Bloom places in the UK  

PORTISHEAD—a great place to live!  

Future Work Parties 

Tuesday October 15th 

High Street—Meet at the Folk Hall 

Wednesday October 23rd 

Rodmoor Gardens 

Thursday October 31st 

Potager (Near the library) 

Sunday October 27th 

Lido Shrubs (Lido Cafe) 

Monday November 4th 

Rodmoor Gardens 

We would love some extra volunteers so 

if you could help, please do come and 

join us. 

9.30 am 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Sunday October 20th  

Planting tubs 9.30am Piazza 

Friday November 1st 

AGM and Celebration Evening 

Sunday December 15th (4pm-8pm) 

Victorian afternoon/evening 

2020 Saturday June 13th /Sunday 14th June 

Open Gardens 

 

 

GOLD! 
We are delighted to report that Portishead in Bloom has 
achieved the highest award from the RHS for 2019. This is 
the twelfth consecutive year that this has been the result 
which is a fantastic achievement. 
The award ceremony took place on Friday, October 11th at 
the Atlantic Hotel, Newquay, Cornwall. It was lovely to 
have patrons Lord Julian and Lady Emma Fellowes  
presenting the prizes along with the Mayor of Newquay. 
Over 400 people attended the South West awards and the 
counties  included Wiltshire to Cornwall and all those in be-
tween. Representatives from villages, towns and cities re-
ceived awards whether Bronze, Silver, Silver Gilt or Gold. 
The strict criteria the judges have to follow make the top 
award difficult to achieve so all of the volunteers who make 
Portishead a beautiful place should be very proud of our 

GOLD.  
 
In Your Neighbourhood” 
awards were also  
announced and we saw 
great achievements for 
those that were entered 
by Portishead. The 

 following groups have been given a certificate which will 
be awarded during our AGM at The Folk Hall on November 
1st.  
                                OUTSTANDING 
                    St Peters Church Millennium Garden  
                    The Deans Allotments 
                     Habourside WI bed 
                     Marina WI bed 
                     The Lion’s Rosebed 
                     St George’s Flowerbank 
                     Victoria Court 
                     St Peter’s lodge 
                     Muriel’s Patch 
                     Nore Park Drive  
                     Pride in Portishead 

Thriving 
Orchard Close 
Beach Hill Allotments 
 

These are our best results ever!  
Well done everyone! 



The QUEEN’S AWARD FOR VOLUNTEERS 
This very precious award was announced in the Queen’s Honours list in June but it was actually 
awarded to Portishead in Bloom on Monday October 14th. The Lord Lieutenant, Mrs Annie Maw, the 
Queen’s representative for Somerset, together with her deputy Mr Edward Bayntun– Coward,  
attended the presentation at The Windmill along with invited guests who have helped and supported 
us over the years. This award is indeed for everyone who has contributed to the success of  
Portishead in Bloom since 1996 .  
The speech made by Mrs Maw reiterated how special this award is and it is certainly a major 
achievement for Portishead. Somerset has about 50/60 applications each year for this award which 
are then whittled down to 10 and if 4 are awarded for Somerset they are thrilled. We were told it is 
getting harder and harder for people to achieve this so we are thrilled to be awarded it.  
We received a beautiful, very heavy, crystal award and an amazing framed certificate signed by Her 
Majesty including flamboyant congratulary language. We will display both within the town but we are 
still deciding where this should be so that as many people as possible can see them. 
The afternoon was celebrated with a glass of bubbly, afternoon tea and a special cake made by 
Charlotte Halsall. This was almost too beautiful to cut!  
It certainly was a special afternoon. 

 The present committee receiving the award 

A special award for Gordon Randall ( Chairman when Bloom received their first GOLD) 

Celebrations all round 



OPEN GARDENS The dates for 2020 have been set so keep Saturday 13th June and 

Sunday 14th June free for another inspirational fun filled weekend.  
If you would like to be included in our programme and open your garden or know of someone 
who may be interested in opening their garden, please  
contact -Barry Gunter at portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com.  

All types and sizes of gardens are encouraged and new gardens are always welcome! 

FLAGS 
 The 50 colourful flags that 
 decorate the High Street  
during the Summer months 
are now due to be repaired 
and new ones created. The 
strong winds caused dam-

age:12 flags need extensive repairs, most re-
quire small repairs and unfortunately 8 are  
Irreparable. 
A workshop will take place on Monday,  
October 28th in the Fedden Room at the Folk 
Hall between 10.00-12.00.  
If you are able to help with repairing the flags, 
or indeed making a new flag to be shown next 
Summer, please contact Judith Burrill at  
Portishead in Bloom. 

 
 
 
 

WAITROSE  GREEN TOKEN SCHEME 
Our local shop chose Portishead in Bloom 
as part of their Community Matters scheme 
in September and we are thrilled that we 
received almost half of the votes. This 
translated to a donation of £492 which is 
fantastic. It really shows that the community 
is supporting us and appreciates our efforts.  

For Further details about PIB please see our  

Website        www.portisheadinbloom.org.uk,  
follow us on       FACEBOOK and Twitter  

or e mail          portisheadinbloom@btinternet.com 

RECENT WORK 
It has been a very busy few weeks with award ceremonies but we have still managed to keep up the 
weekly work parties all over the town. Despite some very poor weather the hardy volunteers have been 
working hard.  
Early September, Jubilee Park had some much needed care and attention with weeding and  
cutting back shrubs to enhance the area. The beds are now becoming more established and the ever 
present dog mess of the past seems to be decreasing  which is so welcomed by our gardeners. 
Rodmoor Gardens has been tended on a fortnightly basis. The central bed has been cleared of the 
Summer bedding and thoroughly weeded ready for the Winter planting. Shrubs have been pruned and 
the weeding has continued as they have grown vigorously in the damp conditions.  
The Potager Garden has had broad beans planted and we are pleased to see so much colour in this 
area. Flowers are showing their blooms for the second time this year especially the salmon pink  
poppies. Hopefully with milder weather this will continue for another month or so. 
High Street This is not our favourite job but the High Street does look better when the many weeds 
have been cleared. The bright weather and the many comments of appreciation by the general public 
made it a more enjoyable task. It would be lovely if the various shop owners and businesses tackled 
the weeds outside of their buildings every now and then as our task would be much easier. This aspect 
is actually judged for our Gold award. 
Tubs and baskets—These were cleared a couple of weeks ago and are due to be planted very soon 
with our Winter bedding and many bulbs. We look forward to seeing the colours emerge. 
Boat Roundabout — Weeding and planting has also been undertaken to make the entrance to the town 
sparkling! Thank you to Ken for his many, many hours of voluntary work cutting the grass for this area. 

VOLUNTEERS We really would like some 
more people to help as due to illness and 
people moving away, we are a fairly small 
group covering a rather large area! Please 
help if you can—it is not just gardening, many 
other skills are needed too. 


